
     Primary and Elementary students charmed family 
and friends alike with their delightful renditions of 
“Charlie Brown,” “Happy Talk” and “Getting to Know 
You”. Music teacher, Tom Fair, led the way with his 
own composition, “A Way to Be Happy.” 
 
     Awards for completing 
grades and outstanding 
accomplishments were 
bestowed upon all our de-
serving students. Parents 
lined up to take photos of 
the glowing smiles. Stu-
dents who had participated 
in our community outreach 
activities earned extra 
awards. PATH, a commu-
nity organization that helps 
homeless people, sent a 
special certificate to ac-
knowledge the staff, stu-
dents, parents and volun-
teers who helped collect 
canned foods during the holidays. 
 
     Cheers and tears acknowledged the graduates. 
Edward explained: “The attention, time, teaching and 
learning strategies have helped me beyond compare, 
and have given me a sense of freedom, positive self-

esteem and 
relative ease in 
my writing  
ability.” 
 
     Congratula-
tions to all our 
graduates! 
 

     The graduates emerged from the long black stretch 
limo, posed for a photo and then more photos before 
entering the garden decorated in sparkling lights and 
dainty butterflies. Students dressed in elegant gowns 
with silk, chiffon and lace accompanied by ties and 
bowties sipped their sparkling cider. Ariel looked won-

derful in her black cocktail dress and Lacey 
charmed us with her purple ensemble.  
 
     The theme of the prom mirrored the school 
theme for the year: “Think Green, Think Life.” 
Dinner was served in the garden and even the 
table centerpieces were lush bouquets of flow-
ers, greenery, and little butterflies. 
 
     The Italian feast included Fettuccini Alfredo 
and Chicken Piccata. Dessert was a feast to the 
eye. Delicate pastries tempted even the weight 
conscious.  Aaron said, “I dined like a king! The 
food was so delicious.” 
 
     Our DJ, Ron, turned up the dance music and 
the fun exploded. Forming a Congo line, Ariel 

and Adam lead the group this way and that way and 
under the arms of the other students. Then there was 
the Cancan and the old time favorite, the Twist. Gig-
gles and chuckles erupted as students danced in a 
circle picking one student after the other to dance solo 
in the middle until everyone had had a turn. “The DJ 
got us all involved. I loved doing the Macarena!” Na-
beel exclaimed. 
 
     Those shoes were forgotten and bare feet danced 
the night away. Ty summed it up: “I liked dancing, the 
yummy Italian food, the delicious deserts and just be-
ing with my friends. It was really cool seeing all my 
classmates away from school and all dressed up.” 

“The test of true competence is the 

end result.” 
- L. Ron Hubbard  
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     The 1,800-acre San Diego Wild Animal Park and bo-
tanical garden house over 3,500 animals and represent 
260 species. The large array of wild and endangered spe-
cies, includes ones from Africa, Asia, Europe, Australia as 
well as North and South America. The layout of the park 
made it possible for the excited students to get up close to 
wild animals, such as elephants, zebras, lions, hippos, 
and rhinos. On the tram ride, the students saw what the 
natural habitats look like for animals native to places like 
North and South Africa, and Asian waterholes and moun-
tains. “The tour was interesting. We rode in a tour bus and 
drove around and saw all the animals that you would nor-
mally see in Africa, not San Diego! We saw rhinos, deer, 
cheetahs and zebras and many more. It was astounding!” 
Aaron exclaimed. “I was able to be right up close to the 
animals, it was like they weren’t even caged. There was a 
wide variety but my favorite was the cheetah,” Adam 
added. 
  
     Skye, Sophia, 
Catalina and Ash-
ley enjoyed the 
bird show the 
most. They were 
amazed to see 
how big the great 
American Bald 
Eagle, hawk and 
California Condor 
are. Ashley was 
scared when the 
eagle was gliding 
over her head, 
but she soon for-
got her fears and became intrigued with the bird’s grace.  
“A huge eagle flew up and almost touched my head. It 
was so cool!” Ashley exclaimed. They also learned how 
small pieces of garbage, such as bottle caps, rubber 
bands, dice, etc. are dangerous to these birds. Primary 
students were astonished when a parakeet spoke into a 
microphone saying words such as “hi,” “bye,” and “kiss.” 
Skye exclaimed, “Isn’t that amazing!” 
  
     Sophia liked the ostriches the best because of their 
huge eggs, while Ashley was fascinated by how tall the 
giraffes were. Abby loved the baby elephants. Aaron and 
Ty both loved seeing the cheetahs and gorillas. “The goril-
las would pick their noses and eat bananas!” Ty laughed. 
We all enjoyed seeing the wild animals so free and living 

in an environment close 
to their natural habitats. 

     Thinking green and thinking life, we built a compost 
heap so that we could put lunchtime peels, shells and 
other organic waste to good use. Thanks to all the stu-
dents who built the compost heap and everyone else for 
adding your organic waste so that we can feed the earth. 
Keep up your good work! 
 

Volunteers Needed! 
 

     We are looking for someone to donate their time to  
help put together a computer from scratch. Please contact 
us at (323) 660-8732.  
 

Thank you! 
 

 As we close another school year we thank our Directors 
and Officers and dedicated staff, Polly Matthes, Patty 
Peskoller, Jeniffer Avner and Armik Niazi, for their over-
and-beyond support.  
 
Thank you Tom Fair, Tom Lynch and Lucas Kumangai for 
your years of dedication. 
 
Hans and Polly Matthes, thank you for being gracious 
hosts for our prom.  
 
Jerry Keane—thanks for those wonderful prom photos.  
Thanks to Crystal La Pietra for helping video the gradua-
tion. 
 
To the staff of Celebrity Center International, thank you for 
hosting our graduation. You are such a professional team! 
Thanks to the parents who volunteered at the San Diego 
Wild Animal Park, Mr. & Mrs. Castaneda, Mrs. Schwartz 
and Mrs. Andrews.  
 
Make your summer sizzle with fast and easy recipes for 
the grill. 
       

Wild Animal Park 

Mary Shuttleworth, EdD 

Our classroom is not the world; rather, the 
world is our classroom! 
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Ashley measuring herself  

against a gorilla. 


