
Smog? What do you think produces more smog; a 
modern MTA city bus or an ordinary car?       
     The MTA repair facility is located downtown Los 
Angeles. We took the underground metro down to the 
facility to learn how our busses are serviced and re-
paired.  
    Every MTA bus is expected to be used for twelve 
years so it takes a lot to keep it running in excellent 
condition. As we toured the MTA 
facility we came across a bus that 
was being repaired for the third 
time! It had been crashed and re-
built, then it was totally burned out 
and repaired. This time it was in for 
repairs.  
     If the part needed for the engine 
is no longer available from the 
manufacturer, they build a new one 
right there. They make fifty-three 
different parts on location. Some-
times they use a computer to de-
sign a special part and that design 
alone might take a couple of days.  
    We were able to see a wide vari-
ety of engines, from the ones they donôt use anymore 
to the very latest models. With the new engines the 
exhaust gases burn at 1100°F. They burn so hot that 
the pollutants are being burned off, thereby creating 
less smog and cleaner streets for our city. Riding back 
to the school we had a greater appreciation for how the 

busses work 
and who and 
what makes 
them work! 

     Shuttleworth students surprised everyone this year 
with their many talents. Lacey & Johnny, assisted by 
Nick and Amaliea, wrote the entire script of Robin 
Hood: A Christmas Story. Sandra directed the play. All 
the props were built by students. Ty was in charge of 
costumes and was assisted by Dorothy and Amaliea. 
     This original play was 30 minutes of laughter. Robin 
Hoodôs Merry Men had the traditional Friar Tuck. Little 

John was a rapper while Snow White 
(Gôvonni) was Robinôs girlfriend. All 
seven dwarfs, rolled into one (Josh). 
Cruella (Amaliea) was the spoiled child 
of Lord DeVil (Lucas) who stole presents 
from the poor to appease her. The evil 
sheriff (Hector) was happy to oblige. 
Overall it was an array of costumes and 
dialogue to enhance the senses. 
 
      Maryôs Schoolhouse Students: 
How did the big dipper get in the sky? 
The Cheyenne Indians have a legend. 
Elementary and Middle school put this 
legend into a skit (skit written by Lacey). 
The entire class designed and made 

their own costumes. The story was excellently pre-
sented. The Cheyenne girl and North Star were both 
performed by our aspiring actress, Natalie. Courtney 
played her mother and one of her brothers. Kirsten 
narrated and Daniel was the Big Buffalo.  Everyone 
participated either in the performance or in building 
props. The main props were designed and built by Uri 
and Daryan. This lovely story truly touched the audi-
ence. 
 
     Abby Rose recited a lovely Winter Poem while 
decked out as a snowman. Jessica, dressed as an elf, 
was at her best with her North Pole poem.  

ñThe little child is quite bent on causing 

effects and getting things admired.ò                                   
- L. Ron Hubbard                                                                      
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