
           Look around you. Chances are that there are 
printed materials all around you. There are books, busi-
ness cards, brochures, newsletters, newspapers, etc. 
Ever wondered how a printing press works? Is it really 
possible that only four colors can be the basis in creating 
one million different colors in the world of printing?  
     The students all had a chance to find the answers 
when they visited Pressman Printing in Glen-
dale. In the printing shop they learnt about 
the four color process of printing.  
     The students climbed up on to the deck of 
the printing press for a better view at the 
different rollers and the wells of ink; one for 
black, one for red, one for blue and last but 
not least important, yellow. Some even had a 
try at moving some of the rollers into the ink 
wells.  
      They were able to see first-hand what it 
looks like to print a full four-color piece. 
Sheets of paper were run through a pressrun 
past 4 different plates one at a time. Each of 
the 4 plates added a different color. To dem-
onstrate this we watched as a sample bro-
chure was put through the different colors. In 
this demonstration we saw that only the ar-
eas of the brochure that needed those col-
ors were colored. It was almost like taking a blank coloring 
book and taking separate pages and only coloring in 
those sections on each page that required different colors. 
Sandra held up the sheets to compare the differences 
between these three sheets while all the students gath-

ered around. 
Four colors 

really can pos-
sibly be the 
basis for one 
million differ-
ent colors! 
Thanks Press-
man! 

          What does China have to do with printing? 
This month we delved into the history of how printing 
came to be what it is today. Many of the students 
were amazed to discover that the concept of movable 
type was developed in China back in 1041, almost 
one thousand years ago! What was it like printing 

with movable type and not being able 
to simply type out your ideas on the 
computer? Since 1436 and the inven-
tion of the printing press with replace-
able/movable wooden or metal letters, 
the world hasnôt been the same. 
     With all of our technology today, 
the basic concept that was developed 
so many years ago is still evident to-
day in printing, where plates are 
made with the letters raised off the 
plate. The students were able to ex-
periment with different crude methods 
of this form of printing. The students 
set to work creating their very own 
stamps. Potatoes were sliced length-
wise. Designs were drawn and 
carved out. Some students made 

their letters out of sponges. The younger students 
made simple designs of stars and other forms carved 
into apple halves. How much harder must it have 
been to carve the small letters out of wood so many 
years ago? We had enough to do with making the 
letters from soft potatoes, apples and sponges. Then 
when the designs were carved out and the stamps 
ready, the students happily dipped their creations into 
their palettes of paint and created their very own 
printed pages! Some spills of paint formed these into 
pieces of art rather than mere words ï well, thatôs all 
part of learning how things work! 
  

ñNever let it be said of you that you lived 

an amateur life.ò                                
- L. Ron Hubbard                                                                      
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