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we have had it.”

Aquarium of the Pacific

What do you know about sharks? Many believe
they are dangerous. This is a widely known myth
that was addressed at the Long Beach Aquarium of
the Pacific.

Our students learned about the different types of
sharks in the ocean and the real information about
the different myths that many hear about them.

Amazingly there are an incredibly

“Cut down too many forests, foul too many
rivers and seas, mess up the atmosphere and

- L. Ron Hubbard

Coral Reefs

Our students discovered ways they can help
save coral reefs through recycling. Recycling cuts
down on pollution; the same pollution that contrib-
utes to global warming and raises ocean tempera-

tures. The warmer ocean temperatures kill coral. It

is all part of the cycle of life connecting all life forms.
A visit to the Aquarium of the Pacific gave us
hands-on knowledge of the var-

low amount of people who were actu-
ally attacked by sharks, as low as eight
people attacked a year in the entire
world! The majority of these were small
attacks and rarely fatal.

Passing around different sets of
sharks’ teeth brought a better under-
standing of how this could be. The stu-
dents carefully touched and felt various
sets of the teeth.

The touch tank held many wonders
including purple sea urchins and differ-
ent types of sea stars. Alexa’s sea star
wouldn’t let go! There was even a friendly baby
shark! G’vonni was convinced he had a new best
friend because the shark kept coming back for more
gentle strokes from him.

Armed with new courage the students had fun
playing and touching more sharks and bat rays at
the Shark La-
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ied life in a coral reef.

Our students enjoyed dress-
ing up as coral reef animals.
Cherish was a giant coral polyp
and Jacob was a clown fish liv-
4ing in an anemone. Courtney
became a sea horse and dem-
onstrated how their babies are
)| born. Unlike humans, the male
seahorse carries the babies in a
pouch and when ready gives
birth to a hundred at a time.

Our students caressed live
sea anemones, starfish, and clams, while their in-
structor gave them magnifying glasses to examine
the coral.

Walking along the beach took on a whole new
meaning as the students learned that the sand near
a coral reef is actually the feces of the parrot fish.
These fish eat microscopic life off the coral and take
in coral with it. They then excrete very fine particles
of coral which make up the white sand beaches.

Rounding off their studies of the coral reefs, the
students made their own three dimensional coral
reef painted pink, purple and orange. Are those real
fish swimming amongst the coral? Come and see
for yourself!
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The Election Process

What is the Electoral College anyway? The Upper
School students learned the difference between the
popular vote and the electoral vote. The United States
map came down and "tabbies" marked each state list-
ing its number of electoral votes. How can a candidate
win the popular vote yet lose the election? Step by
step through the historical 2000 election, the students
had an awakening to the whole election process.

What are the qualifications to become President?
Being the President requires leadership. What does it
take to be a great
leader? The whiteboard
in the classroom filled up
with ideas from each of
the students. Courage,
control, good communi-
cation skills, compassion,
and intelligence were
only a few of the qualities
named.

“Who do you think
would make a great
President?” This question
had the students looking
over the candidates cur-
rently running or from
anyone who met the
qualifications laid out in
the constitution whom
they felt would make a
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great president. Through McQuilling; Megan Shields, MD; for their dedication
' and support.

this exercise, the stu-
dents saw the variety of
opinions just in their class, thus demonstrating the
many views of Americans. “| have a new and improved
viewpoint on the importance of a government,” ex-
plained Johnny.

When election night came the students were armed
with their blank US maps and sat by their televisions,
radios or computers to mark the progress of the elec-
tion. Lacey said that “By watching the Presidential elec-
tion on television, | not only was able to see everything
we learned, but | also saw history being made.” “It was
so cool to turn on the television and understand what
they were talking about!” exclaimed Alexa.

It was a unanimous decision that no matter who won
the presidency, we
need to work together
to support our leader.

1334 L. Ron HuBBARD WAY
Los ANGELES, CA 90027

TeL (323) 660-8732
Fax (323) 663-2013

WWW.MARYSSCHOOLHOUSE.ORG
WWW.SHUTTLEWORTHACADEMY.ORG

;Wﬂ standing individuals who helped make this happen.
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Youth Excelling in Spinit of Servicee

The Way to Happiness

The students discovered what happiness means
while touring at the Way to Happiness Foundation.
Jacob said he really understood better; when you make
someone happy, they'll turn around and make others
happy too! Our students are ready to go out and make
a difference by making people happy!

Volunteers Needed!

We need help building props for our Winter
Show. Please contact the office at (323) 660-8732
to volunteer.

Thank you!

Thanks to the Church of Scientology Celebrity
Center International for generously hosting our Win-
ter Holiday show in the beautiful Garden Pavillion.

As we celebrate another year of wonderful suc-
cesses, it is appropriate to acknowledge those out-

Thanks to our staff, parents and volunteers who
have donated many over-and-beyond hours to help
our students, the school and the community. Special
thanks to our Board of Directors Bill Truax, EA; Brad
Bernstein, CPA; Howard Holt, Jr. EdD; John
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