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“If all children were taught to reason as they
learned a few facts, they would have what nature
intended them to have, a better castle for their

defense.”

Shakespeare

What do puppets, strawberries and crossword puzzles
have to do with Shakespeare? They were all part of our
annual hands-on workshop about his

- L. Ron Hubbard

Shakespeare

Twelfth Night — A comedy wherein Viola and her twin
brother, Sebastian, are separated at sea. Landing in Illyria
Viola seeks protection from the Duke,

work and the world he lived in. This
year we studied Twelfth Night.

Today we use cell phones and the
internet to send messages and share
news. Back in the Elizabethan times
news sometimes traveled in letters car-
ried by messengers on horseback and
the church bells were a quick way to
alert the community to a fire or cele-
brate a wedding.

Action! Action! Action! Shake-
speare’s plays depicted the story
through both the actions taken by the
actors as well as the action verbs used
by the characters. Key words used dur-
ing the play were defined to ensure the
plot was well understood. Next, our
crossword puzzles challenged our
knowledge of action words as well as
our knowledge of Shakespeare. A
whole new vocabulary to enhance our
skills!

Learning about Elizabethan times would not be com-
plete without serving traditional tea and, of course,
scones. Strawberries were sugared, boiled and then boiled
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Orsino serving him as a page, “Cesario”.
Viola develops a fondness for Orsinio
but cannot speak of it. Orsinio sends Vi-
ola to the Lady Olivia to plead his suit
on his behalf. Olivia, upon hearing Cesa-
rio (Viola) speak Orsino’s words of love,
promptly falls head over heals in love

| her. Unknown to everyone, Viola’s
brother, Sebastian, arrives in Illyria and
encounters Olivia, who believes Sebas-
tian to be Cesario (Olivia). What a mix
up! “I would be confused too,” laughed
Zach. When all the confusion are cleared
up, accompanying much laughter Orsino
marries Viola while Olivia marries
Sebastian.

Beads, feathers and sequins were
glued to masks. Students took turns be-
ing Viola, Sebastian, Orsino and the
many other characters. Some scenes
were so funny even Patty was holding
her tummy as she laughed!

Hunter, intrigued by the plots in the play, volunteered
to write a script. Puppets! He would write a script for a
puppet show! His classmates were eager to choose their
characters. Domingo eagerly sported to be Sir Andrew
because “in one part he braves his sword and his hands
are shaking.” Zach, fascinated by the character mix-ups in
the play, chose to be both the Duke and Viola. Adam
wanted to be Malvolio because “he goes crazy over a
letter Maria writes, and dresses in yellow socks and yel-
low shoes.”

Come Ye! Come Ye! Join us, one and all! Our puppet
show starts on August 22™ at 2:30pm!
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Swimming

Summer is here once again and that means swim

time at the Los Angeles City College for our Mary’s
Schoolhouse students. Dive and Jump! Splash! In
the water they go!

Our seasoned swimmers knowing that there is
always something new to learn were ready to stretch
out and reach for new ways of speeding across the
pool at a faster rate than ever before.

The first day was an incredible success. Our stu-
dents were no longer “fish out of water”; learning an
exciting new swim style, the Dolphin kick, they swam
and squeaked happily as a pod of dolphins in the
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“Come get your scones and support your local fire
department!” was the call in this month’s Shake-
speare bake sale. Selling scones and lemonade, our
Elizabethan students raised money in support of our
brave firefighters.

Volunteers Needed!
We need help with transport to Hurricane Harbor.
Parents, if you would like to help, please call the of-
fice at (323) 660-8732.

water.

Leaping into
the water, Primary
students joyfully
looked forward to
gaining more con-
fidence in the wa-
ter and polishing
their skills. Nathan
eagerly worked to
improve his swim-
ming style. Abby
was quick to mas-
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ter floating on her
back, letting the
water cool her hot
skin. Learning can
be so refreshing!
Ready, set, go! Practice competitions were the

backdrop to getting a hands-on (leg’s on) experience

in using the many new swim styles learned: Dolphin,
Butterfly, Back and Breast strokes and yes diving!
Dhruv quickly flitted across the pool proudly display-
ing his use of the butterfly stroke. He said that it is
like being able to float like a butterfly through water.

All are looking forward to using their many new
skills in the ocean at our at our upcoming annual
camping trip!
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Domingo stretching to the finish!

Thanks to the swim instructors at the Los
Angeles City College for your enthusiasm in
instructing our students.

Thanks to our students for helping with the
bake sale and showing we care.

Thank you Teacher Created Material, Inc. for all
your wonderful ideas in bringing Shakespeare into our
classroom.
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