
     The Scorpion submarine is docked beside the 
Queen Mary ship in Long Beach. Submarines are fas-
cinating, from how do they work, to who would spend 
weeks or months on one. The submarine descends 
into the water by allowing water to 
enter an outside layer around the 
ship and then ascends by having air 
blow the water back out.  Rather 
simple once it is demonstrated. 
     Living on a ship is another story. 
The bunks are small and scattered 
throughout the ship set amidst pipes 
and knobs.  The submarine has 
seemingly endless amount of knobs, 
tubes, bells and dials spread out 
from one end of the ship to the 
other. 
     One must learn to conserve eve-
rything in order to live below the 
water.  Water from the sea is dis-
tilled to turn into drinking, cooking  
and bathing water. 
     Fresh foods are sparse and one 
must learn to live on canned and 
dried food. This is probably the best 
to ensure one does not gain exces-
sive weight, because getting 
through the small passages isnôt easy. Hector discov-
ered how small the passage from one area of the ship 
is to the next.  Many others peeked through the peri-

scope. Chet, 
Amaliea, Ty 

and Ozzy 
climbed into the 
small bunks. 
The tiny world  
in the underwa-
ter world! 

 
     The students geared up for their trip to the 
Queen Mary by learning the basics of boat build-

ing. With balloons, paper mache 
and poster board they quickly 
experienced the difficulties of 
building the backbone of the 
boat and constructing the hull 
around it.  
     Just, as a boat is set upon 
supporting blocks, when in dry 
dock, the students found it easier 
to work in teams; one student 
acting as the support for the boat 
and the other being the builder.  
     As they applied more and 
more paper mache to their base, 
they saw their boats taking form. 
Next came the fun of painting the 
boats. Federico, while painting 
the hull of his boat, looked so 
intense we could have imagined 
him in a shipyard.   
     Once everything dried it was 
time to test the seaworthiness of 

the boats! Into the water the boats went. Whose 
could float and move through the water? There 
were no losers as everyone had fun cheering for 
each other.  
     So, how do boats work? By building and float-
ing their own boats they learned aspects they did 
not understand before. Later, looking at a photo 
of the Queen Mary ship, Adam pointed to the hull 
and said ñYou see, that is why it floats!ò  
 

ñReason, the ability to extrapolate, is hand-in-

glove with self-determinism.ò                                   

- L. Ron Hubbard                                                                      
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Tour de France  ScienCenter  11/12 

Thanksgiving School Closed 11/22, 23  

Study Tech 

Presentation  
School 11/26  

Canned Food School November  

Hector climbing through the portal!  


